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News items
Love and Woe.
Have not heard of any illnesses or otherwise, so I am assuming that all is well with our
members and their loved ones.
Committee and Membership matters.
Your committee for the year 2013 is as follows:
Chairperson: Hermann Kuhne - 0845600613.
Vice-Chairman: Johan de Villiers – 072 712 7022.
Treasurer: Len Stoop – 078 598 1643.
Secretary: Christine de Villiers – 072 712 7022.
Social Convener: Thea Groenewegen – 0343123703 / 083 378 7655.
Climbing and Rescue: Ruan Adendorff – 082 577 7555.
Juba Jabber & e-mail: Adriaan Dippenaar – 082 337 2970 / adriandip@telkomsa.net
Publicity:
MEMBERSHIP FEES FOR 2013
Family membership is R260 per year
Single member R170 per year
Family pensioner R190 per year
Single pensioner R140 per year
Members can pay their fees via cheque, cash or electronic transfer. Our banking details are
as follows:
Bank:
Account Holder:
Account Number:
Branch Code:
Reference:

Nedbank
MCSA Amajuba Section
1337163309
133724
Your initials and surname and Subs 2013
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Recent outings by Amajuba Section Members.

Hermann and Gerhard
Monday 25 March Gerhard and I decided to go to Injisuthi and hike to the highest
point in South Africa, Mafadi (3451m)
It is usually a four day trek, the overnight stops is Centenary Hut, on the escarpment
by a waterfall and the bottom of Leslies pass.
Our plan was to camp at Injisuthi the Tuesday night and start early the Wednesday
morning. Well plans don't always work out. When we arrived, the gate was locked.
We decided that we'll camp right there next to the road. It was raining most of the
night.

Camping next to the road

Injisuthi Camp

Wednesday 27 March
The day began with drizzle and mist. We drove to Injisuthi camp and sorted all our
gear. I filled in the mountain register and then it was time start the trail.

Injisuthi River

Poachers Stream
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Someone at the camp told us that the Injisuthi River was too strong to cross, and
that we should take Poachers stream route. It was very wet, water everywhere. We
hiked up the Injisuthi river and took the left valley, Fergies cave is situated there. It’s
a 3km hike up to the bottom of a monster hill we have to ascend. At the bottom of
that hill we had a well deserved lunch of Tuna and Provitas. After lunch we started
the hill, going slowly. There is a flat piece where I camped before, decided to
overnight there. Centenary hut is about 2km from here. It’s better to camp here out
of sight from smugglers that sometimes uses the hut. It's ok when there is a lot of
hikers camping there.

Our campsite
It’s a pity that the hut is in such a condition. But maybe one day it will be
refurbished like Bannerman hut.
Thursday 28 March
After a quick breakfast and packing up we hiked up to the hut, took photos and
discuss the route ahead.

Centenary Hut
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There is a high route that eventually cuts into Corner pass. This is a very scenic
route, and halfway up you must climb up a cliff, not too dangerous for the
experienced. There is a faint path going up from the contour path. I’d prefer this
route, because of the scenery and the feeling of exposure you get on this path.
Smugglers also use this path; I think they were the builders of this fine path. Where
this path joins the pass, there is on going out to the south. Also, a smugglers path. I
did it last year and the only scary bit is near the top where you have to scramble up
some black rock, where water is flowing over. Not for the faint hearted!

Gerhard

The high route

We got to the pass and started ascending; there is a lot of loose rock here and
sometimes dangerously wet. There is a section that is very scary; we didn't have any
rope, so we climbed it up. Next time I'll bring rope along!

The Judge left with Corner pass on the right
Eventually we reached the top of Corner pass, glad that this was over. The clouds
were forming again; we had a quick rest and pushed on. Our aim is to ascend the
Trojan via the escarpment edge.
We saw a lot of horses, it’s amazing how good they look…must be the fresh air of
Lesotho. We also noticed Basotho’s on the trail in the lower valley.
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Corner Pass

Clouds approaching

Hermann, bit tired

The Trojan summit (3343m)

On top of the Trojan, unfortunately no views. We started heading down the Trojan.
The clouds lifted and the views awesome, we reached the camp spot put tents up
and enjoyed the grand views. Saw some Lammergeyers circling above us. I was tired,
made supper and climbed into sleeping bag, after a while it rained again and soon
after dreamland
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Awesome, looking north
Friday 29 March
I woke up early, just in time to see the sun rising. It was a clear morning and I took a
walk along the escarpment edge taking photos, enjoying the nippy air.

Trojan peak, our tents left and in the middle is Upper Injisuthi Cave
Made breakfast which consists of Future Life and Tea. Today we are aiming for
Injisuthi Dome and Mafadi. After we packed up we took a walk up to the Upper
Injisuthi cave which is about 700m from where we camped. The cave is comfortable
which can sleep about six people. But I like my tent better.
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Home

We took a hike up Injisuthi Dome, 2nd highest peak in SA, we saw Mafadi in the
distance. Last year I did this in thick snow, and now walking on the path, it is way
faster. Mafadi is no spectacular climb, it is a straightforward walk up. The Trojan wall
was more strenuous than this. We stood at the cairn, taking photos and enjoying the
moment of being the highest people in South Africa. I made a joke, saying we must
bring a small ladder and then we'll be the highest ever. Crazy enough to do it too!!

Looking out of Upper Injisuthi Cave (3300m) Gerhard on Injisuthi Dome (3413m)
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Mafadi highest point in SA

Highest cattle in SA, with Mafadi in the background

We turned north towards Leslies pass, on route we came across Basotho's and
about the only English they know is "how are you"
The usual sweets were given and we pushed on. From Mafadi there is a ridge system
that leads to the top of Leslie's pass. The landscape is beautiful here, and you hear
the cattle and sheep bells in the far distant valleys. Before Leslies pass we crossed
paths with hikers doing the grand traverse, they started at Sentinel in the north and
will end at Bushmans Nek in the south. Ruan is also in the expedition, he was quite
surprised to see us. After a quick chat we went on our separate ways.
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Escarpment

Top of Leslies Pass

We followed the escarpment edge to Leslies pass. Halfway down the pass we
stopped for lunch, I made beef and potato soup then crumbled up Provitas to mix
with the soup. That goes down very well in the mountains. I've done Leslies pass a
few times now, and never liked going down here. Your knees just gets hammered all
the way. Oh well passes will be passes.
We crossed the river and then had to ascend down a ridge to the camp site waiting
for us. I'd rather not say what we called this ridge, sitting at the bottom looking up
at it. Join me one day and you will see why.
We were quite stuffed after today's long trek, made early supper and relaxed.

Saturday 30 March
The last day of our Mafadi adventure, hike down the valley towards Marble Baths
and 3km after that it's back in the Injisuthi valley. All in all, 11km to do. The hike to
Marble Bath is an interesting boulder hopping, river crossing, and bush whacking
experience. But we mountain dudes don't complain too much!!

Marble Baths
On our way we saw day hikers, overnight hikers on the trail. Being Easter weekend
the camp site was packed.
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Injisuthi Camp site
Arriving at the office we signed the mountain register. Mafadi has been done again,
cannot wait to do it again in winter. On our way to Newcastle we stopped at the
Wimpy in Ladysmith and had steak, egg and chips. It has been a great time in the
mountains, we'll be back soon.

Herman Kühne
*********************************************************************

OF INTEREST

?
On the Lighter Side:

WHY MEN ARE NEVER
DEPRESSED:
Men Are Just Happier People -What do you expect from such simple creatures?
Your last name stays put.
The garage is all yours.
Wedding plans take care of themselves.
Chocolate is just another snack...
You can be President.
You can never be pregnant.
You can wear a white T-shirt to a water park.
You can wear NO shirt to a water park.
Car mechanics tell you the truth.
The world is your urinal.
You never have to drive to another gas station restroom because
this one is just too icky.
You don't have to stop and think of which way to turn a nut on a
bolt.
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Same work, more pay.
Wrinkles add character.
Wedding dress R5000. Tux rental R100.
People never stare at your chest when you're talking to them.
New shoes don't cut, blister, or mangle your feet.
One mood all the time.
Phone conversations are over in 30 seconds flat.
You know stuff about tanks.
A five-day vacation requires only one suitcase.
You can open all your own jars.
You get extra credit for the slightest act of thoughtfulness.
If someone forgets to invite you, he or she can still be your friend.
Your underwear is R18.95 for a three-pack.
Three pairs of shoes are more than enough...
You almost never have strap problems in public.
You are unable to see wrinkles in your clothes...
Everything on your face stays its original color.
The same hairstyle lasts for years, even decades.
You only have to shave your face and neck.
You can play with toys all your life.
One wallet and one pair of shoes -- one color for all seasons.
You can wear shorts no matter how your legs look.
You can 'do' your nails with a pocket knife.
You have freedom of choice concerning growing a moustache.
You can do Christmas shopping for 25 relatives on
December 24 in 25 minutes.

Men Are Just Happier People
NICKNAMES
If Laura, Kate and Sarah go out for lunch, they will call each other
Laura, Kate and Sarah. If Mike, Dave and John go out, they will
affectionately refer to each other as Fat Boy, Bubba and Wildman.

EATING OUT
When the bill arrives, Mike, Dave and John will each throw in R20,
even though it's only for R32.50. None of them will have anything
smaller and none will actually admit they want change back.
When the girls get their bill, out come the pocket calculators.

MONEY
A man will pay R2 for a R1 item he needs.
A woman will pay R1 for a R2 item that she doesn't need but it's on
sale.
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BATHROOMS
A man has six items in his bathroom: toothbrush and toothpaste,
shaving cream, razor, a bar of soap, and a towel.
The average number of items in the typical woman's bathroom is
337. A man would not be able to identify more than 20 of these
items.

ARGUMENTS
A woman has the last word in any argument.
Anything a man says after that is the beginning of a new argument.

FUTURE
A woman worries about the future until she gets a husband.
A man never worries about the future until he gets a wife.
…………………………………………………………………………………………..

Program for 2013
Date

What/Where

Contact
person

Contact number

Details

18/19 May

Bannerman Hut

Hermann
Kuhne

0845600613

Escarpment Hike
(3)

25 May

Majuba

Len Stoop

078 598 1643

Day Hike (2)

* Dates to be finalized. The programme is subject to change.
* Datums moet nog bepaal word. Die program kan verander.

Rating System
1. Family weekend. Children, prospective & older members. Easy, short hikes often-good facilities.
2. Easy hike. Footpaths present or otherwise flat open terrain.
3. Average difficulty. Path over varying terrain, often steep. Sometimes paths, route finding necessary.
4. Difficult hike without footpath. Might incl. bundu bashing, serious scrambling, kloofing or exposure.
5. Technical climb. Requires climbing gear (sometimes ice climbing gear).
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General Interest
If anyone has anything of interest they would like to share in
the news letter or wants me to put an article about anything in,
then please contact me. It has to be relevant to hiking,
mountaineering, camping or the outdoors. Ideally the article
or request should reach me within the first 15 days of the
month.
*********************************************************************

Trading Post:
Nothing
*********************************************************************

If there is anyone not receiving the Juba-Jabber via
E-mail and wants to receive it that way then please
send me a mail at; adriandip@telkomsa.net so I can
add you to the mailing list.

